Clinical significance of serum P53 antibody in patients with gastric cancer.
The presence of serum p53 antibody has been reported to have prognostic significance in patients with breast and ovarian cancers. In order to clarify clinical and prognostic significance of p53 antibody in serum, we measured p53 antibody in patients with gastric cancer. Twenty-five patients with gastric cancer were examined as well as 9 patients with gastric polyp as controls. Eight of 25 patients (32%) with gastric cancer were positive for p53 antibody, while no patients with gastric polyp were positive in gastric polyp group (p < 0.05). The presence of p53 antibody was significantly associated with histology, liver metastasis and stage classification in gastric cancer (p < 0.05, respectively). Presence of liver metastasis, type of histology and presence of p53 antibody are independent prognostic factors (p < 0.05, respectively). The overall survival in patients with p53 antibody was significantly shorter survival than for those without antibody (p < 0.05%). These data suggest that p53 antibody serves as one of the prognostic factors in gastric cancer.